SAVE THE LAST WORD



WHY USE THE STRATEGY?
Many students do not find classroom discussion rewarding.  Students frequently comment that they do not feel safe sharing their ideas because it may not be the correct one or they don’t want to compete with smarter students.  SAVE THE LAST WORD encourages reflective thinking while reading.  It is an excellent strategy to use when students need to think from multiple perspectives, formulate differing opinions, or connect ideas to their own experiences or prior knowledge.

HOW TO USE THIS STRATEGY
1) 
Select and assign text to read, a certain number of pages, the entire book, 

whatever.


2) 
Explain that as they read the selection they must designate (find) five quotes or prose 
statements that they would like to discuss.  Suggest that students might use some of 
the following criteria when selecting either a quote or prose statement
   

 --something that is very significant to the plot
   

 --something that you agree or disagree with
   

 --an effective example of rhetoric (diction, syntax, imagery, etc.)
   

 --a surprising turn of events
   

 --an idea that intrigues you, something you want to think about
   

 --a quote that shows character, theme, irony, point of view


(Sometimes I assign this and do not allow my students choice) 

   
--the author's claim or data

--something humorous.

3) 
Model this.  Show the students how to find and mark their quote or prose
statement.  Options include highlight it if they own the book, placing a post-it note 
by it, or underlining it if it is an article.


4) 
Each student receives five separate 3" x 5" index cards, one for each quote or
statement marked. (This number is optional: I have done this activity with only one 
card).  On the front of the card they write the quote or statement as it appeared in 
the selection with the page number.  One the back of each card, they write their 
personal thoughts to share with their group about each quote or statement. (For me, 
I asked them to share why they choose it, the effect of this in the rest of the book, or 
why they think the author wrote it this way)


5) 
On discussion day, students are arranged into small groups of four.  (I number 

the students in each group one, two, three, or four.  Then I call a number and that person in each group starts.) 
    a.    Each student selects one of their five quotes or statements to share. 
    b.    One student in each group begins the sharing process by

          
reading the quote or prose statement aloud to their group and

             
showing them where the sentence is located in the selection.              



Once the statement is shared, the student is NOT ALLOWED TO             


MAKE ANY OTHER COMMENT until all group members have shared 


their thoughts.  
    
c.    
The person to the right of the sharer starts and talks about his/her 



response/reaction to that quote or statement.  
           

Every other member of the group talks about the statement and makes 


comments.


         
d.     
When everyone else is done talking, then the person who wrote

             the card responds, (SAVE THE LAST WORD).  He/she turns the card 


over and explains why he/she choose it and his/her interpretation.


    
  e.      The discussion continues with the second student sharing
     

one quote or statement. The process is repeated until all the
        

cards are shared. (This is why I only use one or sometimes two)
TEACHER’S ROLE

The teacher will want to introduce this strategy using a fairly short text.  The text chosen, whether fiction or nonfiction, needs to be one that has the potential for strong response from students.  The teacher should participate in making and sharing cards along with the students in one or two of the discussion groups.

ASSESSMENT
    
The teacher will collect the cards and grade them or she can use the cards as prewriting ideas for a paper.
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