Dorothea Lange and “The Migrant Mother Series” Activity  
1. After discussing the use of photographic techniques Lange uses to present a powerful image,

students will venture into their school and community with digital cameras and attempt to capture

a personal narrative of a person/group in a single photograph. Utilizing Lange’s techniques,

students should focus on one theme or topic for photographing (e.g., the plight of the migrant

families, someone who uses public transportation daily, observing someone in his/her work

environment, a family moving out of their home).

2. In groups of two or three, students will display their series of photographs either on a poster board, as a slide show on a PowerPoint presentation, or any other creative source (i.e. on iMovie, My Space, etc). Before sharing the narrative that the “photographer” was trying to portray, students will free write after each presentation about their first impressions, reactions, and interpretations of what they think that particular series of photographs is illustrating.
*Note- Make sure that someone in your group has a camera.
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