
The Crucible Unit Plan

Novel: The Crucible by Arthur Miller
Length of Unit: 2 weeks
There are 8 basic components to a Novel Unit Plan:

1. Assessment






2. Reading Comprehension


6. Vocabulary

3. Extension activities



7. Grammar

4. Culminating Project/ Assignment

8. Written Reading Responses

5. Reading Content Standards

	Reading Content Standards: What are the reading content standards that you will cover in this unit?

	Reading Standard 2.0: Reading Comprehension

Reading Standard 2.4: Make warranted and reasonable assertions about the author's arguments by using elements of the text to defend and clarify interpretations.

Reading Standard 2.6: Critique the power, validity, and truthfulness of arguments set forth in public documents; their appeal to both friendly and hostile audiences; and the extent to which the arguments anticipate and address reader concerns and counterclaims (e.g., appeal to reason, to authority, to pathos and emotion).

Reading Standard 3.0: Literary Response and Analysis

Reading Standard 3.5: Analyze recognized works of American literature representing a variety of genres and traditions

Writing Standard 1.3: Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and relevant examples.

Writing Standard 1.5: Use language in natural, fresh, and vivid ways to establish a specific tone.

Writing Standard 1.6: Develop presentations by using clear research questions and creative and critical research strategies (e.g., field studies, oral histories, interviews, experiments, electronic sources).

Writing Standard 2.0: Applications 

Writing Standard 2.2: Write responses to literature




	Assessment: How will you assess student mastery of these standards?

	Reading Standard 2.4
	Socratic Seminar

Letter of Persuasion/Tribute to the Accused



	Reading Standard 2.6
	Morning Quick Writes (Brainstorm Ideas)

Letter of Persuasion/Tribute to the Accused



	Reading Standard 3.5


	Poster Report (How did the political events of the 1950s influence the writing of The Crucible?)



	Writing Standard 1.3


	Socratic Seminar (using evidence)

Letter of Persuasion/Tribute to the Accused



	Writing Standard 1.5


	Morning Quick Writes (Tone)

Letter of Persuasion/Tribute to the Accused



	Writing Standard 1.6


	Poster Report



	Writing Standard 2.2


	Cornell Notes – for each Act of the play 

Letter of Persuasion/Tribute to the Accused




	Culminating Project: What type of culminating project/ assignment do you want students to complete at the end of the novel?

	Students explore the other examples of injustices and hate from history through interviews and research. Students can consider why "intolerance," "hysteria," and "accusations" recur throughout history. Students compare and contrast one other example of injustice and hysteria to the story of The Crucible and consider whether it will happen again and what to do to prevent the same injustices from occurring again. WRITTEN REPORT WITH RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE PRESIDENT.




	Vocabulary: How will you teach/ assess vocabulary through this novel?

	Groups of vocabulary words per Act. I will teach the vocabulary words using Vocabulary 4-square. Students will review the vocabulary during the week (making Cornell Notes study guides or flashcards) and updating the Word Wall. They will also have vocabulary practice in class with vocabulary taboo and charades. At the end of each act, students will take a vocabulary quiz.




	Grammar: How will you teach/ assess grammar through this novel?

	Each week, there will be a specific grammar focus according to the standards and based on common student errors that I see in their writing. I will find examples from the text and use them in morning Quick Writes.




	Reading Comprehension: How will students read the story? How will you make sure they comprehend the story on a daily basis? 

	Students will keep track of their reading with learning logs. We will discuss the story as a whole group each day. Once a week, we will have a Socratic Seminar to discuss ideas in more depth.




	Extension Activities: How will you help students make connections between the themes of the novel and their everyday lives? How will you make the novel engaging and interesting for students?

	Historians for Change Project – connecting The Crucible and their research to making change for their futures

Quick Writes and Socratic Seminars – many questions will connect The Crucible and the McCarthy Era to students’ lives and experiences




	Written Reading Responses: How will the students respond in a written form to what they have read?



	Daily, students will responds to questions in Morning Quick Writes. After each scene, students will write an entry in their Learning Logs. Students will also research different eras of injustice and hysteria to write a proposal for change in the future of the United States. 





